
Reading: Exodus 17: 
Sermon 

Jehovah is translated as “The Exis;ng One” or “Lord.”  
The chief meaning of Jehovah is derived from  
the Hebrew word Havah meaning “to be” or “to exist.”  
It also suggests “to become” or specifically “to become known” –  
this denotes a God who reveals Himself unceasingly. 

Nes (nês), from which Nissi derived,  
means “banner” in Hebrew.  
In Exodus 17:15, Moses, recognizing  
that the Lord was Israel’s banner under which  
they defeated the Amalekites,  
builds an altar named Jehovah Nissi (the Lord our Banner). 

Nes is some;mes translated as a pole  
with an insignia aWached.  
In baWle opposing na;ons would fly their own flag  
on a pole at each of their respec;ve front lines.  
This was to give their soldiers a feeling of  
hope and a focal point.  
This is what God is to us:  
a banner of encouragement to give us hope and a focal point. 

Other verses where you can find a banner being men;oned: 
Psalm 60:4 
You have given a banner to them that fear you,  
that it may be displayed 
Solomon 2:4 
He has brought me to his banquet hall,  
and his banner over me is love 
Psalm 20:5 
We will sing for joy over your victory,  
And in the name of our God we will set up our banners.   
May the LORD fulfil all your peKKons. 

Exodus 17:15 and how we can apply that verse and God’s name to our lives. 
Joshua defeated Amalek and his army with the sword.  
The Lord then said to Moses,  
“Write this down on a scroll as a reminder  
and recite it to Joshua:  
I will completely blot out  
the memory of Amalek under heaven.”  
And Moses built an altar and named it,  
“The Lord Is My Banner.”  



He said, “Indeed, [my] hand is [liVed up]  
toward the Lord’s throne.  
The Lord will be at war with Amalek  
from generaKon to generaKon.” 
The Amalekites, members of an ancient nomadic tribe,  
or collec;on of tribes,  
described in the OT as relentless enemies of Israel,  
even though they were closely related to Ephraim,  
one of the 12 tribes of Israel.  
The district over which they ranged was  
south of Judah and probably extended into northern Arabia,  
we might call it the Negev. 
Which means that when Israel escaped Egypt  
And before they entered the promised land, 
They wandered through the area which  
Belonged to the Amalekites,  
Who were plunderers, or maybe we might c 
Call them pirates of the desert. 

They would at different ;mes form alliances  
That they could aWack Israel: 
joined with the Canaanites and attacked  
the Israelites at Hormah (Numbers 14:45).  
In Judges they banded with the Moabites (Judges 3:13)  
and the Midianites (Judges 6:3)  
to wage war on the Israelites.  
They were responsible for the repeated destruction  
of the Israelites’ land and food supply. 

Most famous Amalekite that I can find is Haman… 

The name "Amalek" can refer to the na;on's founder,  
a grandson of Esau;  
his descendants, the Amalekites;  
or the territories of Amalek which they inhabited. 

As a people, the Amalekites were iden;fied as a recurrent enemy of the Israelites.[5] This 
role appears in several stories: 
In Exodus 17:8–16, Amalek makes war against Israel in the wilderness. Joshua is ordered 
by Moses to lead Israel in baWle, and Moses watches from a hillside. When Moses' hand is 
raised, Israel prevails, but when it is lowered, Israel falters. So he keeps his hand raised 
through the en;re baWle, even having assistants hold him up, so that the baWle will go to 
Israel. 
According to 1 Samuel 30:1–2, the Amalekites invaded the Negev and Ziklag in the Judean/
Philis;ne border area towards the end of the reign of King Saul, burning Ziklag and taking its 
ci;zens away into cap;vity. The future king David led a successful mission against the 
Amalekites to recover "all that the Amalekites had carried away".[12] 
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In 1 Samuel 15:1–9, Samuel iden;fies Amalek as the enemy of Israelites, saying "Thus says 
the Lord of hosts: I will punish Amalek for what he did to Israel, how he ambushed him on 
the way when he came up from Egypt.[13] God then commands Saul to destroy the 
Amalekites.  [14] 
In 1 Samuel 15:33, Samuel iden;fies king Agag of Amalek as an enemy and killer, saying "As 
your sword has made women childless, so shall your mother be childless among women.” 
In 2 Samuel 1:5–10, an Amalekite tells David that he found Saul leaning on his spear aner 
the baWle of Gilboa. The Amalekite claims he killed Saul, at Saul's request, and removed his 
crown.  [15] The inten;on behind the removal of the crown was for the Amalekite to present 
it to David, presumably to earn some kind of reward from him. David, however, condemns 
the Amalekite for killing the anointed king, using his own tes;mony as reference, and orders 
his men to execute him.[16] 

In some Jewish thought, the Midrash,  
(ancient Jewish scholarly interpreta;on of scripture) 
the Amalekites were sorcerers, 
or that they came to represent the archetypal enemy of the Jews.  
Again in some Jewish custom the Amalekites  
are considered to be the symbol of evil. 

In the Ex 17 passage Moses held God’s staff  
in his hand and as long as his hands  
and God’s staff were raised,  
Joshua and the Israelites won the war with the Amalekites.  
The opposite is true, if they were dropped and 
God’s staff was lowered they would lose the baWle. 

What I want to say is that this baWle was all about God.  
Joshua, Moses, Aaron, Hur,  
and the Israelite armies were simply vessels God used,  
but the baWle itself was orchestrated by God.  
Moses knew this and wanted to make certain  
the Israelites knew it and remembered it.  
Nothing that he or they did  
in the physical realm brought about victory. 

God’s presence and power took them into the baWle  
and assured the victory when the baWle was done.  
Throughout life, we will face many baWles.  
Some big and some small.  
Financial strains, health problems, addic;on,  
abuse, rela;onship problems, stress at work,  
marital difficul;es, wayward children.  
Some are familiar to you, some not.  
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What baWles are you figh;ng today? 
Is the baWle you are in one that the Lord has chosen for you? 

Strange ques;on, isn’t it?  
Scripture is very clear in this last passage that the Lord,  
in fact, chooses certain baWles for us to fight.   
Does He lead the way as Jehovah Nissi  
in your current baWles? 

Perhaps the baWle you are in is  
a baWle that you have chosen,  
one that is outside the will of God?   
Are you figh;ng in your own strength?   
Are you struggling to be victorious in the baWle?  
If Jehovah Nissi is leading the way in your struggle,  
then you are assured success,  
but if you are figh;ng your baWle in your own strength,  
your defeat is imminent. 
Where in your life do need God to show Himself  
strong as Jehovah Nissi – the Lord my Banner –  
and go before you so that you may know victory? 

Jesus, Our Banner 
Although the name Jehovah Nissi occurs  
just once in the bible, Isaiah,  
predic;ng the coming of the Messiah, wrote: 
‘In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as  
a banner for the peoples;  
the naKons will rally to him,  
and his place of rest will be glorious’ [Isaiah 11:10]. 
As believers, we understand that Jesus is our banner.  
We belong to Him and iden;fy ourselves by His name.  

Applying God’s Name Jehovah Nissi to Your Life 
God provides us with “weapons” to  
fight spiritual and earthly baWles.  
From Ephesians 6:13-18,  
what are the weapons God supplies in order  
for us to fight a spiritual baWle?  

Banners are raised to celebrate and honour. 
They hang from the raners of arenas honouring champions.  
They are raised to honour soldiers returning from war.  



They adorn public places to celebrate occasions  
or people who deserve honour. 
Banners are to remember and commemorate.  
Towns raise banners on certain holidays every year  
to commemorate something dear to them –  
a patron, a product, a hero, a tradi;on, a holy day. 
Banners are labels and signets.  
They announce names and images which people  
can recognize from a great distance.  
They show the loca;on and iden;ty of a business  
or event so people can navigate to it. 

Banners are visible. 
The whole point of a banner is to be seen,  
unmistakable and un-ignorable. 
Banners are for those who raise them.  
They are an act of celebra;on, remembrance, or announcement. 

Banners are for those who see them.  
They are an invita;on and a gathering place.  
They summon and call.  
They aWract passers by. 
As you consider all this,  
you may see how God is the banner - Jehovah Nissi  
of all who believe, all who are His followers,  
all who trust Him with the same faith  
Moses, Aaron, Hur, and Joshua trusted. 
How God is Our Banner - Jehovah Nissi S;ll Today 
God is our banner because we live to celebrate  
and honour His faithfulness to us,  
shown in myriad ways,  
from the rising sun to the risen Christ.  
God is our banner because we remember  
all His deeds and His words graciously  
given to us in scripture.  
God is our banner because He gives us iden;ty,  
and our label is “God’s children,”  
because of the saving work of Jesus.  
God is our banner because we are his  
representa;ves to the world,  
making Him visible and showing the beauty of  
His transforming work.  
God is our banner because all of this is an invita;on,  
a gravita;onal pull, a summons,  
a tug to any who would believe but do not yet know  
what that means or how to do so. 
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